Understanding how galaxies formed their first stars is a vital cosmological question, but the study of high-redshift objects, caught in the act of forming their first stars, is difficult. Here we argue that two extremely low-metallicity Blue Compact Dwarf galaxies (BCDs), I Zw 18 and SBS 0335-052, could be local templates for primordial star formation, since both lack evolved (> 1 Gyr) stellar populations; but they form stars differently.
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5 M ⊙ of dust. Our Brα measurement suggests that more than 3/4 of the star formation in SBS 0335-052 is obscured by dust, not clearly visible even at 2 µm.
Taken together, these results suggest that I Zw 18 and SBS 0335-052 form stars in very different ways, in spite of their similar metallicity and lack of old stars. We propose that dust and SSCs are associated with an "active" mode of star formation, and the lack of them with a "passive" mode. Theoretical models suggest that the dust content of SBS 0335-052 is consistent with Type II SNe production, and that high density and compact size of SFCXs favor enhancement of dust shielding in chemically unevolved galaxies (Hirashita et al. 2002) . We have investigated this observationally by measuring the sizes of SFCXs in a small sample of BCDs observed with HST/WFPC2 (see Fig. 1 ). It turns out that size and density (shown in the top panel) are significantly (> 99%) correlated, once we eliminate the uncertain density estimates (VII Zw 403, Mrk 0071-A, Mrk 996). This correlation suggests that compact size and high density could also be hallmarks of the active regime.
